To my loving partner, mom, dad, and sister, a public school teacher. Also to educators who team-teach, sharing their multiple perspectives with students.
vii Imagine a student earning a bachelor's degree in computer systems at your institution, going on to earn a PhD in educational communication and technology, returning to your institution as an assistant professor in the English Department, and within a few years, leading an initiative to expand interdisciplinary teaching and learning, which becomes a signature component of the college's new General Education program. Such was the trajectory of Dr. Reneta D. Lansiquot, editor of this book, who fi rst approached me when I was serving as the dean of the School of Arts and Sciences with the idea of forming an Interdisciplinary Studies Committee to promote interdisciplinary curricular development. The introductory chapter, by Professor Reneta D. Lansiquot, traces her story, focusing on her experiences both as a student and as a faculty member. It also includes practical information on administrative issues, pedagogical approaches, and navigating institutional politics for those inspired to lead a similar initiative at their own institution.
A college's General Education program is that portion of the curriculum that all students share. It helps to defi ne an institution's identity and represents a consensus on what students should know, value, and be able to do. The remaining chapters in this book demonstrate the depth and breadth of the interdisciplinary courses developed as part of this initiative and how they promote student's critical thinking.
In Professor Reneta D. Lansiquot and Computer Systems Technology Professor Candido Cabo describe the design, development, and teaching of an interdisciplinary course linking creative writing and computational thinking for non-computer majors in Chap. 5 . In this course, students create original stories and then implement them as a video game prototype using computer programming.
Chapter 6 , written by Physics Professor Reginald A. Blake and Mathematics Professor Janet Liou-Mark, presents research fi ndings related to their work as principal investigators on National Science Foundation Research Experiences for Undergraduates (NSF REU) grants in the geosciences. Through undergraduate research, students actively and collaboratively discover new knowledge while learning more about one of the most interdisciplinary scientifi c fi elds, the geosciences. Results indicate that geoscience research experiences increased the students' understanding of the relevancy of their interdisciplinary study to society.
In the last chapter, Professor Reneta D. Lansiquot and graduate student Tamrah D. Cunningham present a student's perspectives of the unique challenges and distinct advantages of team-taught interdisciplinary courses.
In summary, this book provides rich food for thought for educators, while providing a road map to those interested in adopting such a pro-ductive approach at their own institution. New York City College of Technology is proud of the accomplishments of Professor Lansiquot in her roles as both an alumni and faculty member. He has written a number of peer-reviewed journal articles on computer modeling of biological processes, particularly relating to cardiac electrophysiology. His research interests include computer science education and the use of computational models to understand and solve problems in biology.
Tamrah D. Cunningham is an adjunct professor at New York City College of
Technology of the City University of New York where she earned a BTech in computer systems. She is currently completing her MFA in game design at New York University. Her research interests include narrative studies and world-building in role-playing games, particularly Japanese RPGs. She has designed several games, most recently, Everlasting Unemployment , a choice-based adventure game parodying the struggles of fi nding employment after graduating from college. She is currently working on a mobile game that will educate its players on chronic child illness.
Jean E. Hillstrom is the Chair of the Social Science Department at New York City College of Technology of the City University of New York, and she has held several academic appointments including associate professor at Adams State College Colorado. She earned her PhD in Applied Cognitive Aging/Developmental Psychology at The University of Akron. Her research interests are varied and include topics such as adjudicative competency in juveniles; emotion regulation; trauma, stress, physiological arousal, and coping; age and job satisfaction; and ageand job-related training performance. She has presented at local, national, and international conferences and has also published in scholarly journals. Dr. Hillstrom has extensive experience with human subjects research protections and is currently vice chair of the CUNY Integrated IRBs.
Anne E. Leonard is the coordinator of Information Literacy and Library
Instruction at New York City College of Technology of the City University of New York. She earned an MLIS from the University of Texas at Austin and an MS in Urban Affairs from Hunter College. In addition to teaching "Research and Documentation for the Information Age," she teaches in the library's instruction program, offering research and information literacy instruction to classes in English and civil engineering technology. Her academic interests include the professional status of academic librarians, critical information literacy, and place-based learning in undergraduate education. Her interests in cities and information literacy merged in the classroom when she co-taught a special topics interdisciplinary course, "Learning Places: Understanding the City," with Architectural Technology faculty. 
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